
 

August 2, 2016 
 
A record-breaking year for Sunshine Coast Airport 

Sunshine Coast Airport has finished an incredible year of achievements on a high, once again 
breaking passenger number records and topping national growth charts. 

The 12 months from July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016 saw 964,362 passengers use Sunshine 
Coast Airport – a 13% increase year on year and the highest recorded passenger numbers for a 
12-month period. 

Mayor Mark Jamieson welcomed the news, saying it highlighted the strong progress the airport 
had made throughout the financial year. 

“We continue to see month after month of strong figures, and a sequence of records from our 
airport, which is outstanding news for our local economy,” Mayor Jamieson said 

“July was the 13th month of consecutive year-on-year growth, clearly demonstrating the 
increased desire by locals and visitors to use the flight services available at our facility. 

“We are continuing to improve our airport for our customers and to meet the increased demand 
we have recently completed an enhancement of the passenger security screening area, adding 
a second lane to be utilised during peak periods.” 

The 2015-16 year saw the introduction of Qantas services to the Sunshine Coast, increased 
capacity by Jetstar and Virgin Australia on Sydney and Melbourne routes, and the operation of 
direct summer services to Auckland by Air New Zealand. 

Sunshine Coast Airport General Manager Peter Pallot said it had been an amazing 12 months. 

“We are incredibly proud of our results this year and would like to thank our supporters for 
continuing to ‘Fly Local’ and recognise the fantastic efforts of Visit Sunshine Coast in continuing 
to increase visitation to the region,” Mr Pallot said. 

“Our Melbourne route grew 13%, Sydney 12% and Auckland was up 65% year-on-year, these 
are incredible results given we our average load factor has remained high at 83%. 

“Not only have we broken passenger records but we have sat atop the BITRE charts each 
month since July 2015. That’s 11 months as the fastest growing airport in the country.” 
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Growth at Sunshine Coast Airport is expected to continue with the commencement of direct 
Adelaide services by Jetstar from September 30 this year, and Qantas tapping into the 
Melbourne premium leisure market with the introduction of services for the peak summer period. 

Commonwealth Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE) data for 
May 2016 issued last week showed that the airport experienced a 14.3% increase in total 
passengers for the month compared to the same period 12 months ago, sitting above Hobart 
(8.7%) and Gold Coast (6.8%).  

“The record passenger numbers reflect the success of Visit Sunshine Coast’s marketing efforts 
and particularly our events campaign, supported by dynamic growth in capacity at Sunshine 
Coast Airport,” Sunshine Coast acting CEO Simon Latchford said. 

“The figures represent a massive turnaround in the region’s performance, and it is encouraging 
to see that the solid growth has been consistent over the past year.  

“Well done to Sunshine Coast Council, Sunshine Coast Airport, our tourism operators and, most 
importantly, the airlines for having confidence in the Sunshine Coast. It has really been a joint 
effort from all involved. 

“We now have a new benchmark to work from as Sunshine Coast Airport enters the next phase 
with approval to construct a new runway and expanded passenger terminal.  

“Visit Sunshine Coast is currently working to build demand now for 2020 in order to provide 
greater connectivity for international and domestic visitors coming to enjoy our spectacular 
destination and to provide more options for local people travelling around Australia and the 
world.” 
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